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THE MASQUE OF THE
RED DEATH It was
towards the close of the
fifth or sixth month of his
seclusion, and while the
pestilence raged most
furiously abroad, that the
Prince Prospero entertained
his thousand friends at a
masked ball of the most
unusual magnificence. It
was a voluptuous scene,
that masquerade. But first
let me tell of the rooms ... 
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1 . duke's love of the
bizarre. The apartments
were so irregularly disposed
that the vision embraced but
little more than one at a
time. There was a sharp
turn at every twenty or
thirty yards, and at each
turn a novel effect. To the
right and left, in the middle
of each wall, a tall and
narrow Gothic window
looked out upon a closed
corridor which pursued the
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